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Abstract: Perovskite nanosheets of HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and
HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 with controlled band-edge potentials were
prepared. They worked as highly efficient heterogeneous
photocatalysts for H2 evolution from a water/methanol mixture
under band-gap irradiation. The activity was found to depend
on the composition. The highest activity was obtained with
HCa2Nb2TaO10 nanosheets, recording an apparent quantum
yield of approximately 80% at 300 nm, which is the highest
value for a nanosheet-based photocatalyst reported to date.

Certain layered compounds, such as metal oxides,[1] hydrox-
ides,[2] sulfides[3] and nitrides,[4] undergo exfoliation to yield
unilamellar colloids by reaction with a suitable guest mole-
cule. The produced colloids are two-dimensional nanocrys-
tals, so-called “nanosheets”, with a thickness of approxi-
mately 1 nm and lateral dimensions ranging from several
hundred nanometers to a few micrometers. Nanosheets
having anisotropic features have attracted considerable
attention as functional materials including optoelectronics,[5]

and heterogeneous photocatalysis.[6–10] The material�s func-
tionality including (photo)catalytic activity is affected
strongly by the structural features. Several researchers have
reported the superior photocatalytic functionality of nano-
sheet materials to the corresponding lamellar solids.[6a, 7c,9d]

Very recently, CuO nanoplates having exposed {001} facets
have been shown to exhibit an enhanced catalytic activity for
NO gas removal.[11]

In addition to such structural aspects, a certain function
(e.g., photocatalytic property) of a given metal oxide depends
on its elemental composition, as it determines the physico-

chemical properties of the material.[12] For application in
photocatalysis the composition of a metal oxide determines
the band structure of the material, which has a strong impact
on the photocatalytic activity, as the reactivity of electrons
and holes for surface redox reactions is determined by the
band-edge potentials.[12] Therefore, precise control of the
energy band structure is essential to designing a highly
efficient photocatalyst. To date, however, it should be stressed
that such band-structure-controlled nanosheets have not been
devised, and how the band-gap structure affects photocata-
lytic activity remains little explored. The lack of such
information limits further development of a highly active
photocatalysts based on nanosheets.

Among metal oxide nanosheets reported to date,
Ca2Nb3O10

� nanosheet with 1.6� 0.2 nm thickness (based on
AFM observations),[5,10b] classified with Dion–Jacobson type
perovskite,[1a] is one of the most studied ones not only as
a photocatalyst[6–10] but as another functional material.[13,14]

Ebina et al. have reported photocatalytic activities of aggre-
gated HCa2Nb3O10 nanosheets for H2 evolution from an
aqueous methanol solution and overall water splitting under
ultraviolet (UV) light irradiation (> 200 nm).[6] Osterloh et al.
have revealed photocatalytic activity of individual
Ca2Nb3O10

� nanosheets for H2 evolution.[7] They also found
that this material is capable of producing H2 and hydrogen
peroxide from pure water under band-gap irradiation.[8] Our
group has studied the same material both as a building block
for dye-sensitized H2 evolution with visible light[9a,b] and as
a UV-light-driven photocatalyst for water splitting.[9b–d] Ida
et al. have investigated doping effects of Rh ions into the
lattice of Ca2Nb3O10

� nanosheets for H2 evolution.[10a]

Perovskite-type metal oxides, generally expressed as
ABO3, consist of corner-shared BO6 octahedra stacking to
form a three-dimensional crystal and A cations locating in the
12-coordination environment. In perovskite type metal oxide
semiconductors, changing the A site cations modulates dis-
tortion of B-O-B bonding angle, which is ideally 1808,
depending on exchanged cations. The distortion of the
bonding angle greatly affects physicochemical properties of
the material, which include the conduction-band potential
and the band-gap energy.[15] While such “band-engineering”
has often been applied to bulk-type semiconductor materials
of not only metal oxides but also sulfides,[12a] however, no one
has reported how effective it is for oxide nanosheets.
Applying the band-engineering strategy to oxide nanosheets
will give us useful information for further development of
photocatalytic systems based on nanosheets.

In this study, we prepared band-edge tunable perovskite
nanosheets of HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and HCa2Nb3�yTayO10, which
worked as highly efficient photocatalysts for H2 evolution
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under band-gap irradiation, giving apparent quantum yields
(AQYs) of approximately 80% at 300 nm. The maximum
AQY is the highest value among nanosheet-based photo-
catalysts reported to date.

The detail of materials preparation is included in Sup-
porting Information where Figure S1 shows X-ray diffraction
(XRD) patterns of layered KCa2�xSrxNb3O10 materials. The
samples of x = 0 and 2 show the single-phase diffraction
pattern assigned to layered KCa2Nb3O10 and KSr2Nb3O10,
respectively. The shape of the diffraction pattern undergoes
a change from that of KCa2Nb3O10 to KSr2Nb3O10 as the Sr
content in KCa2�xSrxNb3O10 increases, suggesting the success-
ful substation of Ca for Sr. Lamellar solids of
KCa2Nb3�yTayO10 (y� 1.5) were also prepared in a similar
manner. Figure S1 also shows that single-phase diffraction
patterns assigned to KCa2Nb3O10 are observed up to y = 1.5,
suggestive of successful preparation of KCa2Nb3�yTayO10.
However, it was difficult to synthesize KCa2Nb3�yTayO10 with
y> 1.5.

After treating the layered solids with HNO3 to exchange
interlayer K+ ions with protons, exfoliation was conducted
using tetra(n-butyl)ammonium hydroxide (TBA+OH�).
Figure 1 shows TEM images of exfoliated
TBAzH1�zCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and TBAzH1�zCa2Nb3�yTayO10

nanosheets derived from lamellar HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and
HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 solids. The lateral dimensions of the nano-
sheets are approximately 500 nm, regardless of the composi-
tional parameters (x and y) although some fragmental,
smaller nanosheets are also observable. It indicates that
substitution of Ca and Nb in HCa2Nb3O10 nanosheets for Sr
and Ta has little influence on the lateral dimensions.

The colloidal nanosheets were then precipitated by adding
HCl to yield restacked HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and
HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 nanosheets for use as photocatalysts. Fig-
ure S2 shows XRD patterns of restacked HCa2�xSrxNb3O10

and HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 nanosheets, along with the data for
lamellar HSr2Nb3O10 for comparison. The XRD pattern of
the restacked HSr2Nb3O10 nanosheet exhibits broader and
weaker (001) diffraction peaks, which are shifted to lower
angle than the corresponding (002) peak in layered lamellar
HSr2Nb3O10 owing to turbostratic
stacking and more hydration. This is
supported by the result of SEM
observations, which showed that the
materials thus obtained consisted of
aggregated solids with a disordered
structure, regardless of the compo-
sition (Figure S3). A significant
reduction of the (00l) (l� 2) peak
intensity, compared to the parent
solid, indicates a much less-ordered
lamellar structure in the restacked
materials. Relatively intense (020)
and (220) diffraction peaks, arising
from in-plane lattice directions, are
preserved but broadened. The (hkl)
reflections are weak and more sub-
stantially broadened. This feature
indicates that the in-plane crystal-

linity of the Sr2Nb3O10
� nanosheets is preserved after the

exfoliation–restacking process to a certain extent. This trend
was observed for all of the prepared materials (data not
shown). Similar to the corresponding HCa2Nb3O10 and
HSr2Nb3O10 nanosheet samples (Figure S2), a successive
change with respect to the composition was observed in
HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 samples, suggesting that the prepared
materials are solid solutions between HCa2Nb3O10 and
HSr2Nb3O10. For the Ta substituents of HCa2Nb3�yTayO10,
similar successive change was observed with increasing the Ta
content. As listed in Table 1, the specific surface areas of the
restacked HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 nanosheets were 47–65 m2 g�1,
and there was no noticeable trend between the surface area
and the composition. Nevertheless, these values are much
higher than those of the parent solid materials that have
typically around 1 m2 g�1 specific surface areas. Specific
surface areas of HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 nanosheet aggregates
tended to decrease with increasing Ta content, and were
determined to be 30–50 m2 g�1, smaller than those of
HCa2�xSrxNb3O10.

Figure 1. Typical TEM images of TBA+-exfoliated Ca2�xSrxNb3O10
� and

Ca2Nb3�yTayO10
� nanosheets.

Table 1: Specific surface areas, atomic compositions, and photocatalytic activities of restacked
HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 nanosheets.

Entry Ideal composition Specific
surface area
[m2 g�1]

Atomic composition[a]

[mol%]
Apparent
quantum yield
at 300 nm[b] [%]

K Ca Sr Nb Ta

1 HCa2Nb3O10 48 0.3 41.5 0 58.2 0 51�4
2 HCa1.5Sr0.5Nb3O10 47 0.3 30.3 9.1 60.3 0 48�3
3 HCaSrNb3O10 58 0.4 19.6 18.4 61.6 0 44�5
4 HCa0.5Sr1.5Nb3O10 50 0.5 8.8 29.0 61.7 0 39�1
5 HSr2Nb3O10 65 0.4 0 38.3 61.3 0 39�3
6 HCa2Nb2.7Ta0.3O10 48 1.2 40.6 0 53.3 4.9 71�5
7 HCa2Nb2TaO10 39 0.6 39.1 0 40.0 20.1 78�2
8 HCa2Nb1.5Ta1.5O10 29 0.5 39.5 0 31.1 28.9 65�7

[a] Measured by EDX. [b] Reaction conditions: catalyst, 25 mg (0.5 wt% Pt-loaded); aqueous solution
containing 10 vol.% methanol (100 mL); light source: xenon lamp (300 W) with a band-pass filter. The
corresponding H2 evolution rates are summarized in Table S1 (Supporting Information).
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Raman spectroscopy is a powerful technique that allows
the local structure of solid materials to be examined. Fig-
ure 2A shows Raman spectra of the restacked
HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 nanosheets. All of
the samples gave Raman bands at around 960–940, 780–730,
600–550, and 500–450 cm�1. The assignment of the Raman
bands is possible according to previous work on the corre-
sponding layered materials.[16] The spectral shapes of the
HCa2Nb3O10 and HSr2Nb3O10 nanosheets are similar to each
other. With increasing the Sr content (x), however, the
positions of the Raman bands in HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 shifted to
lower wavenumbers, indicating the bond length becomes
longer. Although the crystal structure of HSr2Nb3O10 (or
KSr2Nb3O10) has not been reported in detail to date,
substitution of Ca2+ ions having ionic radius of 0.148 nm in
the 12-coordination environment for the larger Sr2+ ions
(0.158 nm)[16] is likely to expand the perovskite layers and
relax the lattice distortion, resulting in the red shift of the
Raman bands. A similar red shift in the Raman bands has
been observed for layered CsA2Nb3O10 (A = Ca, Sr, and
Ba).[16b] This successive shift further supports the formation of
solid solution between HCa2Nb3O10 and HSr2Nb3O10.

For HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 materials, a similar peak shift can be
seen. Raman bands appearing at around 750 and 570 cm�1,
which are, respectively, assigned to weakly distorted central
MO6 octahedra and highly distorted external MO6 in the
triple perovskite block, shift to higher wavenumbers with
increasing the Ta content, indicating more pronounced
distortion (or shrinkage) of the triple perovskite layers.
However, the positions of the 960 cm�1 band, which originates
from the symmetric stretching mode of M�O terminal bond,
remained unchanged even upon Ta substitution, different
from HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 analogues.

Although the difference in ionic radius between Ta5+ and
Nb5+ in 6-coordination environment is negligibly small,[17] the
substitution of Nb5+ in HCa2Nb3O10 for Ta5+ was found to
result in pronounced distortion of the triple perovskite layers
that consist of MO6 octahedra. However, the degree of

distortion that results
from the Ta substitution
differs with respect to
each Raman mode, as the
495 cm�1 band assignable
to the external MO6 octa-
hedrons does not undergo
a change upon Ta substi-
tution. Thus, Raman
measurements can distin-
guish the local structure of
the restacked
HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and
HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 nano-
sheets, which is difficult
to resolve by XRD.

Table 1 lists atomic
compositions of the same
restacked nanosheets,
which were measured by
energy dispersive X-ray

(EDX) spectroscopy. Although the measured atomic compo-
sitions are slightly deviated from those expected from the
ideal compositions, the data clearly indicates successful
substitution of Ca and Nb for Sr and Ta in the entire
compositional range examined. Note that in all cases, a small
amount of residual K was detected. This means that complete
exchange of interlayer K+ ions with protons is difficult owing
to the limited access of protons inside the interlayer space.

The gradual change in the atomic composition of the
nanosheets was expected to affect the optical light absorption
properties of the materials. Figure 2B shows UV/Vis diffuse
reflectance spectra (DRS) for the same restacked samples.
All samples exhibit absorption bands at around 330–370 nm.
The position of the absorption edge of HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 shifts
to longer wavelengths with increasing the Sr content. The
band-gap energy decreased from 3.59 (for x = 0) to 3.40 eV
(for x = 2), which was estimated from the onset wavelength of
DRS. The band-gap decrease is due to the bond angle of Nb-
O-Nb being closer to 1808, as the Sr content increases.[12] As
indicated by Raman spectroscopy (Figure 2A), the NbO6

octahedra in the perovskite blocks of HCa2�xSrxNb3O10

become less distorted as the concentration of Sr increases.
This leads to greater delocalization of the excited state energy
and decreasing band-gap energy.[15]

According to the report by Scaife,[18] the valence band of
metal oxides containing d0-early transition metal cations (e.g.,
Nb5+ and Ta5+) is composed of oxygen 2p orbitals, which are
located at around 3 V versus the normal hydrogen electrode
(NHE; at pH 0), regardless of the composition. Therefore, the
difference in band-gap energy of HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 could
originate from that in the conduction-band potential. More
specifically, the conduction-band potential of
HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 nanosheets shifts positively with increasing
the Sr content.

On the other hand, increasing the Ta content in
HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 resulted in a blue-shift of the absorption
edge. Metal oxides containing Ta5+ ions as the principal
cationic component have a more negative conduction-band

Figure 2. A) Raman spectra and B) UV/Vis diffuse reflectance spectra of restacked HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and
HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 nanosheets.
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potential than those containing principally Nb5+.[12] The
observed blue-shift can therefore be explained in terms of
the conduction-band potential. These results clearly demon-
strate that perovskite nanosheets which have controlled
optical light absorption properties can be obtained by
changing the composition.

On the basis of the characterization shown above, it is
reasonably concluded that band-edge tunable nanosheets of
HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 are successfully pre-
pared for the first time. Using these nanosheet materials as
heterogeneous photocatalysts, H2 evolution reactions were
then conducted under monochromatic light irradiation. As
listed in Table 1, it was found that the AQYs of H2 evolution
on these materials were very high, giving 40–80% at 300 nm.
The performance tends to decrease with increasing the Sr
content, presumably owing to a decrease in the driving force
of conduction-band electrons for proton reduction. On the
other hand, increasing the Ta content in HCa2Nb3�yTayO10

enhanced the activity up to y = 1, then decreasing slightly. The
rise of the conduction band potential in HCa2Nb3�yTayO10

with increasing the Ta content appears to be favorable for the
reduction of protons to give H2. At the same time, however,
this would lead to inferior light-harvesting (Figure 2 B), which
contributes to slower H2 evolution.

The most active sample, HCa2Nb2TaO10, generated H2

without noticeable degradation, as shown in Figure S4, giving
a maximum AQY of 80%. It should be noted that the
performance was higher than that of P25 titania, which is one
of the most active non-layered photocatalysts and gave an
AQY of 63 % under the same reaction condition. Ida et al.
have recently reported that a Rh-doped HCa2Nb3O10 nano-
sheet exhibited H2 evolution activity from an aqueous
methanol solution, with an AQY of 65 %.[10a] The perfor-
mance of the HCa2Nb2TaO10 nanosheet was higher than that
of the Rh-doped analogue. To our knowledge, the approx-
imately 80 % AQY recorded for the HCa2Nb2TaO10 nano-
sheet is the highest value for nanosheet-based photocatalysts
reported to date. Photocatalytic reactions on an illuminated
semiconductor are accomplished when photogenerated elec-
trons and holes move to the surface without recombination,
reducing and oxidizing surface-adsorbed species.[12] The
nanosized thickness and high surface area of perovskite
oxide nanosheets (Figure 1 and Figure S3) are both beneficial
in terms of prompt migration of the photogenerated charge
carriers to the surface. In addition to this structural effect, the
precise control of conduction-band-edge potential that max-
imizes the reactivity of the conduction-band electrons should
be responsible for the high photocatalytic activity of
HCa2Nb2TaO10.

In conclusion, we successfully synthesized for the first
time perovskite nanosheets of HCa2�xSrxNb3O10 and
HCa2Nb3�yTayO10 with tunable band-edge potentials, which
exhibited very high photocatalytic activity for H2 evolution
from water. Owing to the unique structural properties, such as
high surface area, anisotropic features, and single-crystalline
texture, semiconductor nanosheets are attractive building
blocks for preparing a multi-component photofunctional
materials that incorporate electron donors/acceptors, light-
harvesting molecules, and catalytic nanoparticles.[19] The

band-edge tunable nanosheets prepared in this study would
merit a wide range of photofunctional applications, as the
band-edge potential is one of the most important parameters
in such applications. Besides, the HCa2Nb2TaO10 nanosheet
that achieves a very high AQY for H2 evolution may be
a promising host material for producing a visible-light-
responsive photocatalyst based on metal-ion-doping.[12a] This
possibility is currently under investigation in our laboratory.
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